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OLIVE  TREES 

A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 

No.  JANUARY,  1910.  1. 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


“THE  EVANGELIZATION  OF  THE 
WORLD  IN  THIS  GENERATION.” 

REV.  S.  TURNER  FOSTER,  HOPKINTON,  IA. 

This  is  the  motto  for  the  Student  Vol- 
unteer Movement  for  foreign  missions,  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  student  federation 
of  the  world,  for  certain  laymen’s  mission- 
ary movements,  etc.  It  is  a motto  worthy 
of  every  believer  and  of  every  evangelical 
church . in  Christendom.  And  it  is  well 
that  we  turn  our  thought  to  this  great 
motto,  in  view  of  the  increasing  mission- 
ary interest  of  the  day,  witnessed  by  the 
many  laymen’s  missionary  conferences, 
the  Quadrennial  Student  Volunteer  con- 
vention, held  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the 
last  of  December,  and  the  approaching 
World’s  Missionary  Conference,  to  be  held 
in  Edinburgh,,  June,  1910.  We  rejoice  in 
the  work  of  the  great  missionary  move- 
ments of  to-day.  True,  they  are  not  all 
perfect  in  all  their  methods,  but  what  is  ? 
All  have  their  faults  of  one  kind  or  an- 
other. May  “the  good  Lord  pardon”  any 
mistakes  and  may  the  effort  to  have  Jesus 
Christ  and  Him  crucified  preached  the 
world  over  prosper  with  His  blessing. 
That  is  the  main  issue  in  all  this  mission- 
ary interest  and  activity. 

The  Student  Volunteer  Movement  had 
its  origin  in  a conference  of  American 
and  Canadian  students  in  1886,  and  to- 
day has  assumed  organized  form  in  all 
Protestant  countries,  has  spread  into  the 


mission  fields,  so  that  now  Christian  stu- 
dents the  world  over  are  united  in  the 
sublime  purpose  of  preaching  Jesus  Christ 
and  Him  crucified  to  a perishing  world. 
Under  the  respective  church  boards,  about 
four  thousand  students  during  this  time 
have  gone  out  as  foreign  missionaries. 
The  above  watchword  has  been  a force  in 
the  lives  of  these  missionaries,  and  in 
addition,  is  exerting  a molding  influence 
in  the  lives  of  men  and  women  everywhere. 
Would  that  all  Christians  might  accept  it ! 

What  is  meant  by  this  watchword  ? Its 
intent  is  to  “give  all  men  an  adequate 
opportunity  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  and  to  become  His  real  disciples.” 
It  involves  the  proper  distribution  of  mis- 
sionary agencies  in  order  that  the  knowl- 
edge which  precedes  acceptance  might  be 
spread  broadcast  and  the  foundation  be 
laid  for  conversion  and  regeneration. 
Christ  taught  this  in  Mk.  16,  15 ; Matt. 
28,  19-20 ; Luke  24,  47 ; Acts,  1,  8.  It  in- 
volves the  preaching  of  the  apostolic  gos- 
pel, I.  Cor.  15,  3-4. 

The  Acts  and  Epistles  make  plain  what 
the  substance  of  the  message  is  to  be: 
Jesus  Christ,  His  life,  teachings,  death  for 
sin,  resurrection,  intercession,  sending  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  enable,  guide,  energize; 
Christ  as  the  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King. 
And  this  message  is  to  be  proclaimed,  tes- 
tified 'to,  witnessed  for,  taught,  shown  in 
conversation,  circulated  in  Christian  liter- 
ature and  to  be  illustrated  by  the  life.  It 
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involves  in  addition  the  doing  of  this  work 
by  men  and  women  who  are  now  living. 
We  are  held  accountable  for  our  work, 
and  our  Work  is  to  this  .present  genera- 
tion. It  involves  a fair  consideration  of 
the  various  methods  of  missionary  work, 
educational,  literary,  medicinal,  evangelis- 
tic, it  being  understood  of  course  that 
the  preaching  of  the  simple  gospel  must 
hold  first  place.  It  involves  considera- 
tion of  the  work  of  building  up  converts 
in  faith  and  knowledge,  developing  the 
new  life  in  order  that  they  might  in 
reality  be  Christians,  whether  in  individ- 
ual or  in  family,  social,  political  or  eccle- 
siastical life. 

The  World  Needs  This  Work. 

The  Church  must  feel  the  world’s  need 
as  Christ  felt  it,  see  it  with  His  eyes, 
hunger  for  it  with  His  hunger,  long  to 
help  it  as  He  longed  and  was  willing  to 
lay  down  His  life  for  it.  It  is  no  easy 
thing  to  place  before  you  the  world’s 
need.  What  would  our  life,  our  civiliza- 
tion, our  country  be  without  Christ?  We 
shudder  to  think.  If  Christ  means  little 
to  us,  of  course  we  consider  His  work  is 
of  little  value  to  others  and  the  world’s 
ignorance  of  Him  is  of  little  importance. 
But  Christ  means  much,  in  fact,  means 
everything.  His  very  life  was  given  as  a 
ransom,  and  it  is  for  this  ransom  that  a 
thousand  million  of  men,  sinning,  suf- 
fering, struggling,  are  looking.  It  is  not 
a question  of  speculation  as  to  destiny, 
but  of  fact.  Death  is  taking  thousands 
every  minute  into  the  presence  of  the 
great  J udge,  and  there  is  none  other  name 
given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved. 

We  look  on  the  world’s  struggle  for 
God,  and  we  behold  thousands  of  religions 
and  cults,  all  evidence  of  man’s  need.  We 
want  to  think  the  best  for  them  and  rec- 
ognize many  good  things  in  them,  but 
there  is  no  atoning  power,  no  power  for 


good.  The  little  good  of  Buddhism  is 
mixed  with  the  horrid,  hideous,  bestial, 
sinful.  Islam  knows  nothing  of  faith  and 
self-sacrifice.  At  best  all  these  religions 
are  man-made,  and  their  spiritual  insuf- 
ficiency fills  the  heathen  world  with 
pathos  and  death.  And  when  We  think 
of  the  awful  wrongs  perpetrated  in  the 
name  of  religion,  our  pity  becotties  in- 
dignation. Think  of  the  superficial  con- 
tent, the  suffering,  unresisting  endurance, 
the  treatment  of  women,  infant  marriage 
and  murder,  etc.,  and  behind  all,  moral 
and  spiritual  death.  Four  hundred  mil- 
lion of  China,  300,000,000  of  India,  140,- 
000,000  Mohammedans  outside  of  India, 
and  the  millions  of  others  in  equal  dark- 
ness ! In  view  of  all  this,  Christ  says  go 
with  the  gospel  into  all  lands.  Saints, 
martyrs,  heroes,  have  given  their  lives  to 
this  proclamation  of  the  gospel— what  has 
the  Church  done? 

If  the  Church  knows  that  only  in 
Christ  is  life,  and  that  Christ  included 
the  whole  world  in  His  love  and  sacrifice, 
the  world  then  is  the  field. 

Let  the  Church  remember  these  facts : 

CONSIDER  THAT  ONLY  A COMPARATIVELY 
SMALL  NUMBER  OF  THE  PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD 
ARE  PROFESSING  CHRISTIANS. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  us  in  work 
already  accomplished.  “Who  can  read 
the  records  of  Hilo  and  Puna,  Sierra 
Leone,  Zululand,  Madagascar,  the  Nile 
Valley,  Uganda,  Livingstonia ; of  Tinne- 
velly,  the  Telugu  country,  Kolapoor, 
Bombay  and  Calcutta;  of  missions  in 
China,  Japan  and  Korea;  Persia  and 
Burma,  Siam  and  the  Laos  country;  of 
the  Fiji  Islands,  New  Hebrides,  Micro- 
nesia ; of  the  churches  along  the  Euphrates 
and  the  missions  of  the  Kongo;  of  Syria 
and  Lebanon;  of  Greenland  and  Labra- 
dor— wherever  in  these  hundred  years 
past  the  gospel  has  been  faithfully  borne 
— without  confessing  that  new  Pentecosts 
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have  in  every  field  followed  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  living  Christ  ?”  When  we  com- 
pare the  number  of  converts  of  three  or 
four  generations  ago  or  even  one  genera- 
tion ago  with  those  of  to-day,  we  have 
hope.  When  we  think  of  the  revival  going 
on  in  India,  Egypt,  Equador,  the  growth 
of  the  native  Church  in  China,  J apan, 
Korea,  there  is  cause  for  rejoicing.  When 
we  compare  the  number  of  converts  on  the 
foreign  field  with  those  on  the  home  field, 
we  see  advance.  But  yet  when  we  think 
of  the  vast  multitudes  still  unreached,  wre 
see  then  how  great  is  the  task  before  us. 

AGAIN  CONSIDER  THE  VAST  NUMBER  OF 
PEOPLE  THAT  CAN  BE  REACHED  TO=DAY . 

There  is  scarcely  a country  where  the 
missionary  has  not  free  access.  In  addi- 
tion, the  willingness  to  hear  the  gospel 
characterizes  so  many.  The  old  faiths  are 
shaken  and  now  is  the  psychological  mo- 
ment for  the  Church  to  step  in  and 
evangelize  the  world. 

Think  of  the  millions  being  helped  by 
schools,  hospitals,  Christian  literature,  by 
means  of  which  the  way  is  being  prepared 
for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Think 
of  the  preaching  stations,  each  one  of 
which  is  a center  of  a group  of  disciples, 
some  confessed,  some  almost,  some  secret. 
We  must  take  advantage  of  all  these  op- 
portunities and  harvest  these  multitudes 
already  “almost  persuaded,”  as  well  as 
all  others  within  reach. 

CONSIDER  THE  FEARFUL  ONSLAUGHTS  OF 
THE  FORCES  OF  EVIL. 

Evil  unrestrained  will  grow  and  flour- 
ish. The  devil  is  at  work  in  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  United  States,  and  sometimes 
we  think  conditions  are  pretty  bad,  but 
his  work  here  is  but  a blemish  compared 
with  the  fearful  ravages  being  wrought 
in  heathen  lands.  Impurity,  intemper- 
ance, the  opium  curse,  gambling,  all  these 
and  more  are  leading  on  to  lawlessness 
and  hell.  Think  of  the  evils  in  ancestor 


worship,  the  caste  system,  etc. ! In  addi- 
tion, think  of  infidelity,  agnosticism  and 
skepticism,  which  are  fast  destroying  all 
these  cults.  Ceaseless  activity,  tireless 
energy,  awful  hatred  and  cruelty,  all  these 
are  strongly  fortifying  themselves  in 
heathenism. 

CONSIDER  THE  SUBTLE  SPIRIT  OF  CRITICISM 
AND  UNBELIEF. 

We  regret  this' spirit  in  Christian  coun- 
tries and  churches,  but  abroad  we  see  it 
everywhere.  In  our  country  we  are  hear- 
ing of  the  new  theology,  new  religion, 
new  gospel,  the  methods  of  the  apostles 
are  obsolete.  But  here  this  spirit  of  crit- 
icism and  unbelief  is  dealing  with  the 
Truth  of  God.  This  Truth  has  faced  and 
overcome  these  storms  of  attack  in  each 
and  every  preceding  age.  The  Rock  of 
Ages  stands  unbroken  and  unmoved.  The 
gospel  is  the  power  of  God.  But  in 
heathen  countries  this  spirit  of  criticism 
and  unbelief  is  having  grand  success,  for 
it  is  dealing  with  material  that  can  be 
destroyed. 

In  the  destruction  of  the  old  faiths,  the 
worst  forms  of  unbelief  ensue.  Havoc  is 
wrought  in  the  human  soul,  and  faith  in 
the  true  religion  is  rendered  more  difficult. 
How  urgent  is  this  task  because  of  the 
need?  Christians  of  to-day  must  reach 
non- Christians  of  to-day  if  they  are  ever 
to  be  reached.  Past  or  future  Christians 
cannot  do  it.  The  great  evil  forces  of 
the  world  are  not  delaying  operation.  In 
fact  their  ability  challenges  admiration. 
Lust  wants  Turkey,  rationalism  wants 
India,  materialism  wants  Japan.  We 
must  work  the  work  of  Him  that  sent  us, 
while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  when 
no  man  can  work.  This  world  of  to-day, 
God’s  own  creation  and  heritage,  must  be 
brought  back  to  God  by  us.  Hence  the 
evangelization  of  the  world  in  this  gen- 
eration. 

The  Church  Can  Do  This  Work. 
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Speaking  from  the  standpoint  of  abil- 
ity and  opportunity,  it  would  seem  that 
there  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  doubting 
the  ability  of  the  Church  to-day  to  give 
the  whole  world  the  opportunity  to  know 
and  accept  Jesus  Christ.  Because  no  gen- 
eration  has  ever  done  it  is  no  standard  of 
measurement  for  to-day.  We  are  not  liv- 
ing in  the  past.  The  Church  can  do  this 
work  both  because  of  her  natural  and  spir- 
itual resources  and  facilities. 

natural  resources  and  facilities. 

The  whole  world  is  open.  Marvelous 
have  been  the  workings  of  Providence 
during  the  Christian  dispensation,  and 
especially  during  the  last  one  hundred 
years.  The  open  door  for  which  the 
Church  has  been  praying  stands  before 
her.  There  is  no  country  in  the  world 
where  the  Church  may  not  send  the  mis- 
sionary, and  what  better  could  we  desire. 
The  barriers  of  the  past  have  been  re* 
moved,  the  Church  has  the  right  of  way. 

Again,  the  intelligence  of  the  heathen 
is  of  such  a character  that  all  can  under- 
stand at  least  the  message  of  the  cross. 
Even  among  the  lowest  types  of  men,  the 
Spirit  of  God  seems  to  have  moved  suffi- 
ciently, so  that  the  essentials  of  the  offer 
of  salvation  can  be  appreciated.  Differ- 
ences . of  social  standing,  moral  purity, 
even  common  intelligence  constitute  no 
bar  to  the  gospel.  This  is  not  saying  that 
all  will  believe  and  accept  the  gospel,  but 
it  is  saying  that  all  can  understand. 

FACILITIES  AT  THE  DISPOSAL  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OUGHT  TO  BE  CONSIDERED  BRIEFLY. 

There  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church 
to-day  accurate  geographical  knowledge 
impossible  a few  years  ago.  There  are 
about  eighty-three  geographical  societies 
with  a membership  of  about  fifty  thou- 
sand. There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  geographical  journals.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  over  one-third  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth  was  unknown.  In  1837 


nothing  was  known  of  the  interior  of 
China,  Japan,  Central  Asia,  Tibet  and 
Afghanistan.  In  1880  Central  Africa 
was  a blank.  To-day  practically  the  whole 
surface  of  the  earth  is  known.  And  co- 
extensive with  geographical  knowledge  is 
knowledge  of  social  and  moral  conditions. 
The  modern  study  of  comparative  relig- 
ions evidences  that  clearly.  Once  more 
the  improved  means  of  communication  de- 
mand attention.  There  are  over  500,000 
miles  of  railway  in  the  world,  and  one 
can  travel  by  rail  in  Japan,  China,  India, 
Africa,  South  America,  Siberia,  just  the 
same  as  in  America.  One-third  of  the 
total  mileage  of  the  world’s  railway  is 
in  heathen  lands.  London  and  Calcutta 
are  ten  days  apart.  Steamship  service 
to-day  connects  all  the  world,  regular 
lines  plying  between  all  the  continents. 
Bombay  and  London  to-day  are  twenty 
days  apart.  It  took  Carey  in  1793  five 
months  to  go  from  Dover  to  Calcutta. 
In  addition,  we  have  wonderful  cable  and 
telegraph  service,  of  immense  help  in 
mission  work.  There  are  over  170,000 
miles  of  submarine  cable,  linking  to- 
gether all  the  continents  and  larger 
islands  of  the  globe.  The  news  agencies 
of  the  world  are  so  well  developed  that  the 
happenings  of  the  world  are  placed  be- 
fore us  the  next  day  in  the  newspapers. 
The  Universal  Postal  Union  has  about 
100,000  employees,  and  covers  over  1,700,- 
000  miles  of  regular  postal  route.  The 
printing  press  disseminates  quickly,  neatly 
and  cheaply  Christian  literature,  and  es- 
pecially Bibles.  The  power  of  the  press 
is  wonderful  in  speed  and  influence.  Once 
more  the  protection  guaranteed  by  Chris- 
tian governments  renders  missionary 
work  to-day  comparatively  safe  as  com- 
pared with  former  conditions.  One- third 
of  the  unevangelized  world  is  under  the 
control  of  Christian  powers,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  subject  to  the  same  influence. 
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And  again,  the  knowledge  of  to-day  in  arts 
and  sciences,  trades  and  professions,  en- 
ables men  to  know  how.  These  and  many 
other  things  constitute  the  natural  re- 
sources and  facilities  of  the  Church. 

THE  CHURCH’S  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT. 

To  begin  on  the  lowest  plane,  she  has 
money  enough  to  do  the  work  of  evange- 
lizing the  world  in  this  generation.  Let 
us  take  the  four  Christian  countries  of 
the  world  to-day,  Germany,  Great  Britain, 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  which  are 
doing  nine-tenths  of  the  world’s  mission- 
ary work.  The  total  indebtedness  of  these 
four  countries  is  seven  billion  dollars.  If 
all  Christians  gave  as  much  per  day  for  a 
year  as  they  now  give  per  year,  yet  they 
would  not  equal  this  national  indebted- 
ness. The  exports  of  these  four  countries 
are  one-half  of  those  of  the  world;  in  1901 
they  were  $4,130,000,000;  revenues  were 
$1,774,000,000 ; the  bank  deposits  $9,032,- 
000,000.  The  missionary  gifts  of  the 
Protestant  Church  in  all  the  world  would 
take  two  centuries  to  equal  the  exports, 
one  century  to  equal  the  revenues  and 
four  and  one-half  centuries  to  equal  the 
bank  deposits.  The  United  States  during 
the  last  half  century  has  spent  for  war 
$9,500,000,000,  which  would  have  sus- 
tained 9,500  missionaries  for  100  years. 
The  yearly  profits  of  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation  are  six  times  larger 
than  the  entire  yearly  foreign  missionary 
offering  of  these  four  countries. 

But  let  us  consider  the  resources  of 
men  and  women  the  Church  possesses. 
The  population  of  these  four  countries  is 
178,000,000,  with  an  army  of  1,148,000, 
which  is  one  out  of  every  150.  If  we  can 
spare  that  many  to  kill,  can  we  not  do  the 
same  to  save  the  world?  If  the  Church 
had  as  many  missionaries  in  proportion  to 
her  membership  as  the  nations  have  sol- 
diers in  proportion  to  their  population, 
our  missionary  force  would  be  enlarged 


twenty  times.  The  United  States  had 

77.000  soldiers  in  the  Philippines,  a num- 
ber of  men  large  enough  to  evangelize  the 
world.  There  are  over  161,000  students 
in  the  colleges  of  these  four  countries, 
lour  per.  cent,  of  the  students  of  Great 
Britain  are  in  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement.  If  four  per  cent,  were  in  it  in 
all  the  colleges  of  all  these  four  Christian 
countries  there  would  be  enough  to  evan- 
gelize the  world  in  this  generation. 

Again,  notice  the  equipment  of  the 
Church.  There  are  over  558  missionary 
societies,  7,319  mission  stations.  On  the 
foreign  field  we  have  a native  Church  of 

1.300.000  communicants  and  4,400,000 
adherents.  Besides  the  Church  possesses 
colleges,  universities,  hospitals,  Bible  so- 
cieties, that  can  furnish  the  Bible  printed 
in  over  five  hundred  languages,  the  Young 
People’s  Missionary  Movement,  student 
associations.  Young  Women’s  and  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations,  Young  Peo- 
ple’s societies.  Sabbath  schools  and  other 
organizations. 

But,  best  of  all,  are  the  distinctly  spir- 
itual resources  of  the  Church.  This 
world  belongs  to  God,  and  while  we  are 
glad  to  have  the  resources  of  wealth,  men, 
equipment,  etc.,  we  have  the  power  of  God 
resident  in  His  truth.  We  have  God  with 
us  and  His  will  is  that  the  world  be  evan- 
gelized. To  save  the  world  He  sent  His 
own  Son,  and  gave  His  promises.  Some- 
times the  outlook  seems  dark,  but  behind 
all  is  the  Eternal  and  in  line  with  His 
will  the  future  is  safe.  We  have  also  the 
Scriptures,  a,  revelation  of  His  will.  This 
book  tells  us  how  the  sinner  can  be  saved. 
With  a knowledge  of  the  true  way  of 
salvation,  we  can  proclaim  the  message  to 
struggling  and  dying  humanity.  Knowl- 
edge is  the  measure  of  responsibility,  and 
when  we  know  how  to  save  our  brother 
and  don’t  do  it,  his  blood  is  upon  our 
head.  We  have  the  power  of  the  Holy 
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Spirit,  which  is  the  enabling  power  of 
God.  Here  is  the  great  dynamic  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  through  willing  in- 
struments He  can  convince  and  convert 
the  world  of  sin,  righteousness  and  judg- 
ment. We  have  the  power  of  prayer.  “If 
ye  shall  ask  anything  in  My  name  I will 
do  it.”  “If  ye  have  faith — ye  shall  say.” 
Do  we  believe  this?  Prayer  is  a great 
force  in  life  and  can  move  men  to  God. 
We  have  the  power  of  consecration  and 
self-sacrifice.  When  life  is  free  from  self 
and  sin,  when  everything  is  given  to  God, 
what  a power  the  individual  becomes. 
After  all,  God  is  the  great  power  of  the 
world.  He  is  the  desire  of  all  nations. 
When  we  are  consecrated  and  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  for  His  sake  and  for  others 
in  proportion  as  Christ  sacrificed  for  us, 
we  would  need  to  make  no  missionary  ap- 
peal. If  the  spirit  of  those  who  have  laid 
down  their  lives  in  this  grand  work  lived 
now,  what  would  the  Church  be  doing? 

To  say  nothing  of  past  generations,  the 
names  of  Pitkin,  Simcox  and  other  mar- 
tyrs of  our  own  day,  answer  us.  If  that 
Name  which  is  above  every  name  only 
had  first  place  in  our  lives,  we  would  sim- 
ply hear  Christ  saying,  “I  am  the  Son  of 
God.  I go  forth  to  war.  Who  follows 
in  My  train?”  And  we  would  hasten  to 
evangelize  the  world  in  this  generation. 
The  Church  Ought  To  Do  This  Work. 

Our  brothers’  need  is  a great  incentive. 
Christians  can  no  longer  remain  in  ig- 
norance in  these  days.  There  used  to  be 
excuse,  as  there  were  few  books,  little 
travel  and  rarely  the  opportunity  to  meet 
a returned  missionary.  But  to-day  in- 
formation is  adequate,  and  every  Chris- 
tian, who  has  not  been  guilty  of  criminal 
negligence,  is  acquainted  with  the  mis- 
sionary fields  and  knows  , something  of  the 
tremendous  needs.  Think  that  at  least 
750,000,000  people  have  never  yet  heard 
of  Christ,  have  not  experienced  cleansing 


for  sin  or  His.  uplifting  power  for 
humanity.  The  battle  is  on ! 

The  result  of  missionary  work  upon  the 
life  of  the  Church  should  be  an  incentive. 
“The  army  which  remains  in  its  intrench- 
ments  is  beaten.”  • A non-missionary 
Church  sins  against  its  own  interests  and 
is  courting  defeat.  See  the  wrecks  of 
Churches  all  through  the  past,  simply  be- 
cause they  did  nothing.  “Faith  without 
works  is  dead.”  Christ’s  promise,  “Lo,  I 
am  with  you,”  is  conditioned  on  “Go  ye.” 
The  Churches  that  have  lived  and  flour- 
ished, that  have  enjoyed  strong,  vigorous 
and  fruitful  life,  are  those  that  have  gone 
forth.  In  the  whole  economy  of  grace, 
strength,  vigor  and  prosperity  have  come 
to  the  workers — those  who  did  things. 

And  the  same  thing  is  true  of  our  in- 
dividual lives.  Indifference  and  inactiv- 
ity cannot  bring  growth. 

The  satisfaction  this  work  brings 
should  be  an  incentive.  When  we  have 
truly  learned  Christ,  there  comes  a joy 
into  the  life  that  nothing  earthly  can  im- 
part, greater  than  the  joy  of  possession,, 
discovery,  achievement.  Then  this  joy 
of  saving  knowledge  should  make  us  break 
the  bonds  of  isolation  and  selfishness  and 
publish  everywhere  what  great  things 
Christ  can  do  and  is  doing. 

God’s  plan,  the  redemption  of  the 
world,  should  be  an  incentive.  The  con- 
summation of  the  Church’s  work  will  be 
the  universality  of  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Church  ought  to  con- 
sider what  the  will  of  the  Father  is  con- 
cerning those  who  know  Him  not.  The 
whole  scheme  of  redemption  is  the  revela- 
tion of  God’s  love  for  the  world.  The 
Church  needs  to  break  away  from  provin- 
cialism, localism,  particularism,  and 
grasp  the  grand  missionary  universalism 
in  the  thought  of  God.  All  are  under  ob- 
ligation to  sympathize  and  harmonize 
with  the  will  of  the  Father. 
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The  great  commission  of  Christ  should 
be  an  incentive.  His  commands  should 
bear  directly  on  the  life  of  every  believer. 
On  some  points  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  differences  of  interpretation,  but  not 
on  this.  His  command  specifies  no  part 
or  class,  but  says,  “Go  ye."  This  was  the 
interpretation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  when  universal  Chris- 
tianity was  prophesied.  Christ,  our  sov- 
ereign Head,  has  authority  from  the 
Father.  To  escape  from  responsibility 
for  His  marching  orders  to  the  Church  is 
to  cease  membership  in  the  Church. 

When  we  think  that  Christ's  great  pur- 
pose was  that  all  men  should  know  Him, 
when  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea,  we  realize  that  every  Christian 
must  come  into  line  with  Christ's  plan 
and  serve  his  day  and  generation.  The 
heart  filled  with  true  love  will  gladly  do 
the  will  of  Christ. 

“The  Evangelization  of  the  World  in 
This  Generation."  Here  is  a watchword, 
short,  striking,  heroic  and  Scriptural.  It 
gives  us  a true  conception  of  the  Church's 


work.  I.  Tim.  2,  4;  II.  Peter  3,  9;  Mat. 
28,  19-20.  To  it  has  been  given  the  best 
blood  of  the  ages.  It  gives  us  something 
feasible  and  possible.  The  opportunity 
before  the  Church,  temporal  and  spiritual 
resources  of  the  Church  and  the  command 
of  Christ,  all  make  this  clear.  In  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  here  is  a statement  of 
our  supreme  duty.  Why  did  Christ  die? 
To  save  us  and  through  us  the  world. 
How  dare  we  stand  before  the  world,  be- 
fore the  Church,  beneath  the  Cross,  and 
say  that  this  is  not  our  supreme  duty? 
God  wills  that  we  bring  the  perishing 
world  back  to  Himself. 

“Saved  by  Thy  blood  through  grace 
divine. 

Inspire  our  hearts  with  love  like  Thine; 
A love  from  heaven  cannot  rest, 

Until  all  lands  in  Thee  are  blest — 

Thy  Kingdom  come. 

Lord,  hear  us — as  Thy  prayer  we  pray, 
And  hasten  on  the  glorious  day 
When  God,  our  God,  no  more  unknown, 

In  every  heart  shall  find  a throne — 

Thy  Kingdom  Come." 


An  aged  gentleman  at  a watering  place  said  to  a lady,  a stranger  to  him,  as  she  came 
up  to  take  her  usual  draught  of  the  water,  “Have  you  ever  drunk  at  the  Great  Foun- 
tain ?" 

The  lady  colored  and  turned  away  without  replying. 

The  following  winter,  in  another  place,  he  was  asked  to  visit  a lady  who  was  dying. 
As  he  entered  the  room,  she  said  with  a smile,  “Do  you  not  know  me?  Do  you  not 
recollect  asking  a woman  at  the  spring  last  year,  ‘Have  you  ever  drunk  at  the ’Great 
Fountain  ?' " 

“Yes,"  said  he,  “I  do  remember." 

“Well,  sir,  I am  that  person.  I thought  at  the  time  you  were  very  rude;  but  your 
words  kept  ringing  in  my  ears.  I was  without  peace  or  rest  till  I found  Christ.  I 
now  expect  shortly  to  die,  and  you,  under  God,  have  been  the  means  of  my  salvation. 
Be  as  faithful  {o  others  as  you  have  been  to  me.  Hever  be  afraid  to  talk  to  strangers 
on  the  subject  of  religion." — The  Christian. 


“It  cannot  be  that  I was*made  so  that  my  thirst  should  run  to  the  river,  and  my 
curiosity  to  the  book,  and  my  friendship  to  my  friend,  and  yet  that  my  soul  should 
hold  back  and  hesitate  when  it  is  offered  the  chance  to  go  to  God." — Phillips  Brooks. 
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ABROAD. 


Syria,  Latakia.  — In  a letter  to  the 

Board,  dated  Nov.  16,  1909,  Bev.  A.  J. 
McFarland  has  this  to  say  about  the  work : 

Am  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that 
we  are  all  in  a fair  degree  of  health,  and 
the  work  goes  on  without  any  unusual  dis- 
couragements or  hindrances.  Perhaps  the 
boarding  schools  are  not  quite  as  large  as 
last  year,  but  this  is  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, because  of  a little  more  firmness 
in  demanding  some  help  in  meeting  the 
expenses  for  board  and  books  from  those 
who  are  able  to  give  it.  Free  board  and 
free  tuition  and  free  books  and  even  free 
clothes  were  the  rule  so  long,  that  it  is 
hard  to  get  even  a little  money  for  any  of 
these  things.  But  it  is  coming,  and  will 
come  still  more  in  the  future.  Each  year 
notes  some  progress,  and  we  think  this 
year  will  be  far  the  best  yet. 

Dr.  Balph  is  fast  winding  up  his  part 
in  the  relief  business,  so  he  will  be  more 
and  more  free  to  apply  himself  to  his  reg- 
ular work,  which  has  been  kept  up  all  the 
time,  however,  to  very  near  the  average, 
if  not  altogether. 

The  presence  of  Miss  Elsey,  the  efficient 
head  nurse  of  the  hospital,  made  this  pos- 
sible. Miss  Wylie  is  planning  for  a needed 
respite  next  spring  and  summer  and  early 
autumn  in  the  home  land,  and  we  all  hope* 
the  Board  will  be  able  to  approve  of  these 
plans.  Mr.  Edgar  made  a trip  to  Bizak 
and  got  the  new  teacher  introduced  to  his 
work  there.  I returned  last  week  from 
Suadia  and  found  the  work  progressing 
as  usual  there.  There  has  been  a tem- 
porary decrease  in  the  attendance  of  the 
Nusairia,  but  this  is  not  unusual.  Pass- 
ing through  Kessab  on  this  trip  I found 
the  people  in  much  better  spirits  owing 


to  the  actual  arrival  and  distribution  of 
about  nine  thousand  Turkish  pounds  from 
the  government  for  the  repair  of  the 
burned  houses — about  $40,000.  The  new 
governor  in  their  district  is  pushing 
things  vigorously  in  their  behalf  with 
good  results.  The  help  came  two  months 
late,  but  it  is  nevertheless  very  welcome. 

Brother  Kennedy  reports  the  relief 
work  in  his  region  in  good  shape  also.  He 
has  been  holding  communion  for  us  this 
last  Sabbath.  Brother  Edgar  preached  in 
English  Friday  evening,  and  I took  the 
exercises  after  the  action  sermon  up  until 
the  elements  were  served,  and  Brother 
Kennedy  did  all  the  rest,  and  did  it  well. 
We  have  two  accessions;  one  my  teacher’s 
servant,  the  other  Mr.  Edgar’s  servant. 
Both  are  manifestly  sincere.  Mr.  Edgar’s 
man  began  to  show  a special  interest  the 
first  summer  they  were  at  Guzne,  when 
Miss  Sterrett’s  servant  began  teaching 
him  to  read,  using  the  New  Testament  as 
a text  book,  and  found  opportunity  thus 
to  bring  the  truth  home  to  him.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Edgar  home  was  a strong 
factor.  All  his  family  and  friends  op- 
posed him  and  threatened  many  things  if 
he  should  become  Protestant,  but  he  was 
given  the  courage  to  overcome  all  and 
take  his  stand,  and  we  hope  he  will  be 
able  to  hold  out  until  the  end. 

Our  Mission  meeting  this  month  was 
taken  up  for  the  most  part  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  from  Mersina, 
and  our  action  has  doubtless  been  com- 
municated to  you  officially. 

It  would  seem  high  time  that  something 
was  being  done  toward  providing  at  least 
one  more  residence  in  the  Mission  here,  as 
there  is  plenty  of  land  already  in  vour 
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possession  here  and  materials  are  con- 
tinually increasing  in  price. 

As  a Mission  and  as  individuals  we  join 
heartily  in  extending  to  you  collectively 
and  individually  loving  greetings  and 
salaams  with  the  compliments  of  the  sea- 
son, in  which  this  is  likely  to  reach  you. 

A personal  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Edgar  also  furnishes  an  item  of  general 
interest : 

Wre  have  placed  a teacher  at  Bizak.  I 
went  there  with  him  a week  ago.  The 
Bishop  of  Latakia,  that  is,  of  the  Greek 
Church,  had  evidently  heard  of  our  plans, 
as  two  weeks  before  we  arrived  there  he 
had  sent  a teacher,  but  he  remained  only 
two  or  three  days.  There  can  easily  be 
sixtj'  or  seventy  pupils  in  this  village  if 
we  meet  with  no  opposition.  The  request 
came  to  us  from  the  people,  and  a most 
urgent  one,  that  we  give  them  a teacher. 
We  do  hope  that  the  door  is  the  beginning 
of  better  days  for  that  place.  We  have 
not  heard  since  I came  home  how  things 
have  been  running.  I shall  let  you  know 
as  the  news  comes. 

Asia  Minor,  Adana. — All  our  readers 

will  be  glad  to  have  the  following  mes- 
sage from  Dr.  John  Peoples,  dated  Nov. 
5,  1909: 

I arrived  at  Mersina  from  Constanti- 
nople on  May  6.  My  last  week  at  Con- 
stantinople was  full  of  excitement,  both 
politically  and  personally,  for  I was  suc- 
cessful in  taking  and  passing  my  examin- 
ation. As  I was  telegraphed  for  by  the 
American  Vice-Consul  and  the  Americans 
of  this  region  to  come  at  once,  I was  un- 
able to  wait  at  Constantinople  for  my 
permit,  and  I have  not  yet  received  it.  I 
left  Mersina  the  same  day  (May  6)  for 
Adana.  The  distress  and  need  was  appall- 
ing. There  were  'between  20,000  land 
25.000  people  in  the  “Refugee  Camps.”  In 


many  cases  the  wardrobe  consisted  solely 
of  the  rags  on  their  backs,  and  their  bed- 
ding was  composed  of  ragged  pieces  of 
sacking,  laid  on  the  ground,  with  little 
more  than  a similar  piece  to  cover  them. 
At  that  time  the  days  were  quite  hot  and 
the  nights  cool.  With  such  conditions  it 
is  needless  to  say  that  the  number  of  sick, 
not  counting  the  wounded,  was  very  great. 
It  was  impossible  to  get  statistics  as  to  the 
number  of  sick.  One  would  start  out  in 
the  morning  and  treat  as  many  patients 
as  possible  by  evening.  The  efficient  med- 
ical help  was  pitifully  inadequate.  The 
temporary  hospitals  for  the  first  weeks  had 
more  than  they  could  handle  with  the 
surgical  cases,  so  that  the  sick  were  left 
in  the  camps.  It  was  not  till  August  that 
I was  able  to  keep  a record  of  the  dis- 
pensary cases  in  the  hospitals,  of  which  I 
had  charge.  In  twenty-four  days  at  the 
morning  clinics  there  were  6065  patients. 
The  largest  single  morning  it  numbered 
415.  Besides  this,  I had  an  emergency 
hospital  with  one  or  more  operations 
almost  daily:  I wish  I could  impress  on 
the  friends  at  home  the  great  need  as  it 
still  exists  and  as  it  will  exist  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  winter  coming  on  with 
its  cold  and  rain;  the  people  with  insuf- 
ficient clothing  and  bedding  and  with  no 
proper  shelter  from  the  elements.  The 
food  small  in  amount  and  probably  of  a 
kind  not  suited  to  the  constitutions  weak- 
ened by  shock  and  exposure.  There  must 
as  a consequence  be  a great  deal  of  sick- 
ness in  the  district  this  winter.  With 
such  a call  it  would  seem  that  Adana 
claims  my  services  this  winter  more  than 
Mersina.  As  I am  the  only  foreign  doc^ 
tor  in  this  region  I can  come  in  contact 
with  more  people  by  being  in  Adana  than 
if  I stayed  in  Mersina.  It  would  seem 
like  a special  dispensation  of  Providence 
that  with  so  many  favorable  conditions 
for  it  there  was  no  serious  epidemic. 


10 


News  of  the  Churches. 


The  past  months  have  been  very  trying 
on  the  missionaries.  The  nervous  strain 
of  those  anxious  days,  followed  by  the 
weary  days  and  nights  used  in  the  effort 
to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  awful 
suffering  and  destitution  of  the  survivors 
of  the  diabolical  plot,  added  to  the  de- 
pressing heat  of  the  plain,  have  made  their 
mark  on  all  the*  workers.  The  few  weeks 
in  the  mountains  have  not  been  sufficient 
to  restore  some  of  them  to  a measure  of 
health  that  will  permit  them  to  enter  the 
fall  work  with  comfort.  Only  with  the 
good  hand  of  the  Lord  being  upon  them 
will  they  be  able  to  go  through  the  year. 

Turkey  has  not  yet  opened  her  arms 
for  the  reception  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
immediate  outlook  is  far  from  bright. 
It  would  seem  as  though  the  time  was 
not  yet,  but  that  does  not  lessen  her  need 
or  our  responsibility  toward  her.  May 
the  Church  accept  her  responsibility  and 
discharge  her  obligations  in  a way  honor- 
ing to  her  Lord  and  for  her  own  strength 
and  upbuilding. 

* ■ 

In  a personal  letter,  Miss  Sterrett, 
writing  Nov.  8,  1909,  reports  her  arrival 
at  Mersina,  her  experiences  on  the  way, 
and  other  items  of  interest: 

It  was  two  weeks  last  Friday  since  I 
arrived  at  Mersina,  and  this  is  the  first 
letter  I have  written  for  America.  I had 
some  postals  ready  to  mail  upon  my  ar- 
rival because  I knew  how  the  time  would 
be  occupied  the  first  da3^s  after  coming. 
The  heavy  downpour  of  rain  which  greet- 
ed me,  had  not  dampened  the  zeal  of 
those  who  had  arranged  to  come  out  in  lit- 
tle boats  to  meet  me.  It  was  nice  to  re- 
ceive such  a warm  welcome. 

I sent  post  cards  along  the  way,  so  I do 
not  remember  what  I told  you.  If  I re- 
peat, you  will  excuse  me.  I know  I told 
you  about  the  large  party  of  missionaries 
who  were  on  the  steamer  from  Philadel- 


phia to  Liverpool  and  from  whom  I was 
loth  to  part.  After  sailing  from  Mar- 
seilles, I made  the  acquaintance  of  an 
English  clergyman  and  his  wife  and  a 
lady  connected  with  the  Scotch  Mission 
to  the  Jews  in  Smyrna.  At  Naples  we 
were  joined  by  four  other  missionaries, 
three  of  whom  I have  known  for  some 
years.  The  ship  was  crowded  all  of  the 
time  until  we  reached  Beirut.  We  went 
ashore  at  Smyrna  and  at  Constantinople 
and  had  nice  visits  with  old  friends  at 
both  places. 

By  means  of  the  energetic  efforts  of  a 
new  Greek  priest  in  Mersina,  .a  school  was 
started,  and  now  this  year  three  of  our 
former  pupils  are  employed  as  teachers, 
and  because  of  threatened  anathemas,  our 
schools  are  so  depleted  that  we  have  very 
few  besides  the  boarders  except  children 
of  Protestants  and  adherents.  I do  not 
imagine  that  the  zeal  will  continue  more 
than  a few  years,  if  that  long.  There  are 
so  many  poor  to  be  helped  that  the 
tuitions  are  not  going  to  amount  to  very 
much  in  our  schools  this  year. 

As  to  the  political  conditions,  I have 
only  found  one  missionary  who  is  at  all 
hopeful  for  better  days  in  Turkey  under 
a Mohammedan  rule.  I have  heard  the 
opinion  of  many,  and  most  of  them  agree 
that  things  are  in  a most  unsatisfactory 
state.  Moslems  are  impudent  and  boast- 
ful, and  say  “The  Christians  have  not  one 
God  only  but  three,  and  not  one  of  them 
saved  them.”  Of  all  the  warships,  they 
say  “They  came  like  lions  and  went  away 
like  dogs.”  We  have  no  assurance  of 
safety  to  life  or  property. 

Saturday,  Nov.  20. — I am  sorry  I did  not 
finish  this  letter  Nov.  8,  and  I am  quite 
ashamed  that  I have  not  even  written  to 
my  home  or  to  any  one  in  America.  It  is 
not  because  the  school  is  so  large,  but 
other  matters  have  filled  the  time.  I con- 
fess to  be  spending  some  odd  times  in 
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listening  to  experiences  of  the  friends 
here,  and  from  them  of  that  of  others 
elsewhere  during  the  days  of  terror.  They 
were  indeed  days  of  suspense  and  anxiety, 
and  I had  very  little  idea  of  how  terrible 
the  reign  was.  There  was  no  time  for 
writing,  and  events  followed  in  such  quick 
succession  that  no  one  felt  able  to  select 
the  most  important  ones  to  write. 

% 

The,  following  letter  from  Eev.  C.  A. 
Dodds,  dated  Dec.  6,  1909,  will  be  read 
with  special  interest: 

Adana,  as  you  may  have  heard,  has 
once  more  been  stricken — this  time  by 
floods,  and  such  floods  as  they  say  the 
city  has  never  known  in  all  its  history.  A 
large  part  of  the  city  was  inundated  as  a 
result  of  the  river  overflowing  its  banks, 
and  houses  estimated  in  number  from  . 
five  hundred  to  one  thousand  destroyed. 
These  are  the  houses  of  the  poorer  people, 
mainly  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and 
made  of  adobe,  sun-dried  brick.  Houses 
of  this  structure  were  undermined  by  the 
water,  which  melted  or  dissolved  the  lower 
strata  of  brick  and  let  the  whole  structure 
flop  down.  Many  of  the  houses  are  sim- 
ply piles  of  mud,  with  window  frames, 
doors  and  cupboards  sticking  out  here  and 
there. 

Of  about  350  houses  that,  having  been 
burnt  during  the  massacres,  had  been  re- 
paired by  the  International  Red  Cross 
Committee  for  the  burned  out  Armenians, 
about  300  were  destroyed  by  the  floods. 
Moslems  and  Christians  have  alike  suf- 
fered from  the  floods.  Only  three  or  four 
lives  were  lost  directly  as  a result  of  the 
floods,  but  a vast  amount  of  suffering  has 
resulted,  and  of  course  sickness  and  death 
will  in  many  cases  follow.  A large  part  of 
the  plain  was  overflowed,  and  many  cattle 
and  sheep  lost.  I was  told  that  one  man 
lost  400,000  head  of  sheep,  but  I could 
hardly  credit  the  story. 


The  remnant  that  still  exists  of  Mallim 
Hanna's  congregation,  is  mostly  women, 
judging  from  the  audience  the  Sabbath  I 
was  in  Adana,  for  though  only  one  family 
of  our  own  members  was  lost  in  the  mas- 
sacres, a number  who  formerly  attended 
the  services  more  or  less  regularly  were 
killed,  and  there  have  been  a few  defec- 
tions. On  this  occasion,  besides  Dr.  Peo- 
ples, there  was  an  audience  of  three  men, 
while  the  women — mostly  widows — num- 
bered twenty-three. 

In  -Tarsus  Mallim  Mikhail  reports  a 
larger  attendance  at  meetings  than  ever 
before.  He  also  reports  a day  school  of 
54,  34  of  whom  are  Fellahin. 

Here  in  Mersina  the  schools  are  small 
— would  be  very  small  but  for  the  board- 
ing departments,  as  the  day  pupils  are 
very  few,  owing  to  the  activity  of  the 
Arab  Orthodox  priest  in  providing  for  the 
education  of  his  own  people’s  children. 

Our  communications  with  Alexandretta 
are  severed  just  now,  two  deaths  from  the 
plague  having  been  reported  there.  Steam- 
ers are  not  stopping  there  at  present.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  the  report  of  .plague  may 
prove  to  be  the  result  of  a mistaken  diag- 
nosis, or  at  least  that  there  may  be  no 
spread  of  the  disease.  Some  cases  have 
been  reported  from  Beirut  also. 

All  in  the  Mission  here  are  in  fair 
health  at  this  writing.  Miss  French  has 
improved  greatly  since  the  opening  of 
school,  or,  perhaps  I should  say,  since  the 
coming  of  Miss  Sterrett. 

P.  S. — We  are  having  delightful  au- 
tumn weather,  which  is  good  for  those 
who  have  little  shelter  and  little  clothing. 
To-day  the  thermometer  stands  at  66  de- 
grees in  the  house,  and  outdoors  it  is 
much  warmer — not  a cloud  in  the  sky. 

Cyprus,  Larnaca. — A letter  from  Rev. 
Walter  McCarroll  to  the  Board,  dated 
Nov.  25, 1909,  reports  the  following  items: 
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Since  last  writing  yon  I have  conducted 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  twice, 
once  in  Larnaca  and  once  in  Nicosia.  Two 
persons  were  received  into  membership, 
one  in  each  place.  The  Church  both  in 
Larnaca  and  Nicosia  has  been  well-filled 
at  Sabbath  services  by  Armenian  refugees 
during  the  past  months. 

The  school  is  flourishing  with  fully 
seventy  boy^  in  regular  attendance. 
Classes  are  carried  on  under  great  dis- 
advantages. because  of  the  crowded,  or, 
rather,  cramped  conditions  under  which 
they  work.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
school  necessitates  additional  teachers,  so 
for  the  next  financial  year  we  will  re- 
quire the  full  amount  that  you  promised 
for  field  expenses  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1911. 

As  you  know,  Mr.  Peponiades  died  on 
Oct.  23  and  was  buried  in  our  cemetery 
here  in  Larnaca.  His  property  has  been 
inventoried  b)^  order  of  the  court  and  found 
to  amount  to  about  £3700,  or  may  pos- 
sibly realize  now  about  £4000.  According 
to  the  will,  two-thirds  of  all  his  property 
comes  to  the  Mission.  We  have  taken  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  the  will  probated. 
The  heirs,  however,  have  employed  ad- 
vocates to  contest  the  will,  so  we 
have  put  the  case  into  the  hands 
of  the  King’s  Advocate.  He  is  a 
capable  man,  and  in  his  judgment  the 
will  is  perfectly  good,  with  one  possible 
exception,  which  does  not  at  all  invali- 
date the  will,  but  affects  only  the  amount 
that  the  Mission  will  receive,  viz.,  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole,  or  two-thirds  of  two- 
thirds.  We  hope  to  settle  if  possible  out- 
side of  court  and  avoid  long  and  vexa- 
tious and  expensive  litigation. 

I thank  you  for  so  willingly  granting 
the  asked  for  furlough.  According  to  our 
present  ideas  on  the  matter,  my  brother 
will  probably  leave  in  March,  or  at  latest 
by  first  of  April,  and  I some  time  in  J une. 
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With  this  letter  from  Rev.  W.  McCar- 
roll  we  publish  a communication  from 
Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar,  written  Dec.  2,  1909, 
that  is  full  of  encouraging  items  in  re- 
gard to  the  work : 

We  are  all  in  very  good  health  and  en- 
joying the  work  very  much.  We  have  a 
very  great  many  opportunities  of  sowing 
the  seed  here.  We  are  coming  in  contact 
with  boys  and  young  men  that  we  would 
not  be  able  to  approach  if  it  were  not  for 
the  school.  And  nearly  all  the  boys  seem 
interested  in  the  Bible.  Some,  we  have 
noticed,  at  times,  were  reading  their 
Bibles  in  the  school  when  the  hour,  ac- 
cording to  the  schedule,  showed  that  they 
might  have  been  studying  something  else. 
It  seems  that  the  Tiirkish  boys  are  es- 
pecially interested  in  the  Bible.  In  my 
advanced  class  in  Bible  study  I have  five 
boys,  of  whom  two  are  Moslems.  They  are 
showing  a great  interest  in  the  teachings 
of  Christ  and  endorse  them  almost  alto- 
gether, and  have  shown  several  times  that 
the  words  spoken  had  taken  quite  a strong 
hold  on  their  lives.  I have  an  opportunity 
of  preaching  a sermon  every  day  to  them. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  school  we  would 
never  get  to  say  one  word  to  these  boys 
about  religion.  Besides  the  two,  we  have 
enrolled  sixteen  others,  making  a total  of 
eighteen  Moslem  boys  enrolled  this  year. 
All  under  the  sound  of  the  gospel  through 
the  school.  One  of  these  Moslem  boys  is 
the  son  of  one  of  the  most  influential 
business  men  in  Larnaca.  When  his 
father  brought  him  he  requested  that  the 
boy  be  not  required  to  take  the  name  of 
Jesus  on  his  lips.  He  said,  “Let  him  go 
to. the  Bible  class  and  listen,  but  not  re- 
cite.” We  would  make  no  reservation,  of 
course,  of  this  kind.  The  boy  is  still  in 
school  and  recites  in  the  Bible  class  with 
the  other  boys.  The  other  day  I saw 
him  in  his  seat  reading  his  Bible  in  a 
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very  interested  manner  instead  of  studying 
some  other  lessons  that  he  might  have 
been  studying.  He  takes  his  Bible  home 
with  him,  and  I doubt  not  but  that  be- 
fore the  year  is  over  his  father  will  be 
looking  inside  its  covers  for  himself. 

We  have  two  other  boys  in  the  school 
who  are  the  sons  of  the  Turkish  judge 
here.  He  is  said  to  be  the  best  educated 
Turk  in  the  city.  He  seems  not  only  will- 
ing, but  anxious  to  have  his  boys  learn 
about  the  Word  of  God.  He  said  the  other 
day  when  we  went  to  call  on  him,  that  he 
had  another  boy  that  he  was  feeding  well, 
so  he  would  be  large  enough  to  enter  the 
school  before  long.  This  judge  seems  to 
be  very  much  interested  in  the  principles 
of  Christianity.  He  said  the  other  day  in 
the  presence  of  a number  of  Turks  that 
the  Moslem  religion  was  a religion  of  the 
sword.  And  he  added  that  for  this  rea- 
son it  was  not  good.  This  is  one  of  many 
things  that  he  is  beginning  to  say  rather 
openty  about  Mohammedanism.  And  it 
takes  a personal  contact  with  Moslems 
in  order  to  appreciate  how  much  it  means 
for  one  of  them  to  say  such  things.  If  it 
were  not  for  his  influence  as  a judge,  he 
would  probably  not  be  tolerated  here  very 
long,  if  he  continues  to  speak  as  he  has 
done.  I think  that  his  attitude  is  partly 
due  to  the  influence  which  the  school  is 
having  on  his  boys.  He  has  departed  so 
far  from  the  faith  (?)  that  he  had  us  who 
are  infidels  in  for  dinner  not  long  since. 

Besides  the  Turkish  boys  who  are  in 
school,  we  have  fifty-five  others  from 
Greek  and  Armenian  families,  making  a 
total  of  over  seventy,  regular  students.  If 
we  had  the  necessary  room  the  number 
would  be  larger,  for  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  turn  a number  away  on  account 
of  having  no  room  for  them. 

Besides  the  work  of  the  week,  we  have 
recently  organized  a Sabbath  school  and 
Young  People’s  Society.  We  have  an  av- 
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erage  of  about  twelve  in  the  latter,  and 
thirty-five  in  the  former.  We  are  now 
thinking  of  organizing  a Young  Men’s 
meeting,  to  meet  every  Saturday.  The 
object  is  to  interest  some  of  the  young 
men  of  the  school  in  this,  who  will  not 
come  to  the  Sabbath  services. 

In  closing;  I would  say  that  we  strive 
here  in  vain  if  there  is  not  earnest  suppli- 
cation made  at  the  Throne  of  Grace  for  a 
blessing  on  the  work  here.  “Except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  build  it.”  I realize  more  than  ever 
before  the  great  necessity  of  constant, 
earnest  prayer  before  God.  There  are  a 
number  of  young  people  in  America  who 
are  praying  for  the  two  Mohammedan 
boys,  of  whom  I spoke  at  the  beginning. 
The  other  day  one  of  them  said  to  me,  “I 
am  greatly  concerned  about  death  and 
eternity.  It  seems  darkness  and  trouble 
are  ahead.”  I believe  his  words  are  due 
at  least  partly  to  the  prayer  of  the  friends 
who  have  their  names  and  are  praying  for 
their  conversion.  Oh,  that  not  only  these, 
but  many  more  will  pray  that  they  may 
be  brought  into  saving  relation  with 
Jesus  Christ. 

China,  Tak  Hing.  — Rev.  Julius  A. 
Kempf,  in  a letter  dated  Nov.  1,  1909, 
writes  of  the  communion  and  other  mat- 
ters : 

The  annual  gathering  for  a week  of 
Bible  study  and  conference,  followed  by 
communion  on  Oct.  3,  was  a success  in 
every  way.  Those  who  attended  with 
right  motives  we  feel  sure  were  helped 
spiritually  and  mentally.  There  were  four 
meetings  a day.  The  average  attendance 
at  the  thirty-two  meetings  was  101,  some- 
what smaller  than  the  attendance  of  a 
year  ago,  but  I believe  there  were  more 
earnest  seekers  after  the  truth  and  fewer 
who  came  out  of  mere  curiosity.  Six 
men,  one  boy,  two  women  and  two  chil- 
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dren  were  baptized.  The  boy  is  a pupil 
in  your  Tak  Hing  school.  He  entered 
school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  His 
grandmother  is  a Christian,  but  all  the 
rest  of  his  relations,  as  far  as  I know,  are 
heathen. 

On  Sabbath  at  the  close  of  the  con- 
ference, eighty  natives  and  thirteen  mis- 
sionaries sat  at  the  communion  table.  In 
a recent  letter  some  one  asked  me  if  we 
“foreigners  commune  by  ourselves  or  with 
the  natives.”  We  do  not  commune  by 
ourselves.  We  mix  with  the  natives  and 
sit  with  them  at  the  same  table. 

This  communion  season  marks  another 
important  advance  step  in  the  history  of 
the  Mission.  On  Monday,  after  com- 
munion, the  missionaries  and  native 
Christians  held  a business  meeting  and 
elected  elders  and  deacons  with  a view  to 
organizing  a congregation.  Seven  elders 
and  four  deacons  were  elected.  The  elders 
elect  will  come  and  spend  a few  weeks  at 
the  mission  some  time  between  now  and 


next  communion,  and  receive  instruction 
as  to  the  duties  of  an  elder,  so  that  they 
may  have  some  knowledge  of  what  will  be 
expected  of  them  when  they  come  up  for 
ordination  at  the  next  communion. 

The  people  at  home  responded  liberally 
to  the  appeal  for  funds  to  buy  desks  for 


the  boys’  school.  The  way  they  responded 
shows  that  they  are  truly  interested  in 
the  work  in  China,  and  regard  it,  not 
simply  as  the  missionaries’  work,  but  their 
own  work.  Personally,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Mission,  I wish  to  thank  all  who 
helped  purchase  the  desks.  The  new 
desks  made  a gfeat  improvement  in  the 
appearance  of  the  class  room,  as  you  will 
see  by  comparing  the  inclosed  pictures 
with  the  one  published  in  April  Olive 
Trees.  But;  what  is  of  much  more  im- 
portance, they  make  the  teaching  and 
managing  of  the  boys  much  easier.  We 
can  easily  put  forty  desks  in  the  room. 


where  we  could  place  only  twenty-five 
Chinese  tables  and  chairs. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
erection  of  a chapel  at  Do  Sing.  The 
building  will  be  two  stories,  the  upper 
story  to  be  temporarily  used  as  living 
rooms  until  a more  suitable  place  for  a 
dwelling  house  can  be  secured.  When  the 
building  is  finished,  Mr.  W.  M.  Robb  ex- 
pects to  move  to  Do  Sing,  and  open  up 
the  work  there. 

Dr..  Jean  McBumey  sends  on  a postal, 
dated  Nov.  26  and  mailed  at  Yokohama, 
this  brief  message: 
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We  are  enjoying  the  voyage  very  much 
so  far.  Have  had  some  rough  weather, 
hindering  our  progress  enough  to  make  us 
a day  late  getting  to  Yokohama,  but  ex- 
pect to  make  this  up  before  reaching 
Hong  Kong. 

Dr.  Kate  McBurney,  who  was  unable  to 
leave  with  her  sister,  writes  as  follows, 
Dec.  14,  1909,  from  Los  Angeles: 

I am  so  glad  to  know  that  Olive  Trees 
is  to  have  a new  lease  of  life.  Many  nice 
things  have  been  spoken  in  our  ears  as 
we  crossed  the  continent,  concerning  our 
beloved  missionary  journal,  so  that  it  is 
not  a great  surprise  to  know  that  the 
Covenanter  Church  would  not  consent  to 
give  up  what  has  become  to  many  a great- 
ly prized  visitor. 

I trust  that  your  health  may  also  have 
a new  lease,  and  that  you  may  be  made 
strong  and  able  to  do  your  work  as  pas- 
tor and  editor;  but  especially  as  corre- 
sponding secretary  of  the  Board.  We 
would  sadly  miss  your  letters  should  they 
cease  to  come.  We  have  come  to  depend 
on  hearing  from  you  so  promptly,  that 
were  it  otherwise,  we  would  feel  that 
things  were  out  of  joint. 

It  is  not  my  turn  to  writ#  for  Olive 
Trees,  but  I fear  those  on  the  field  have 
not  written  this  month,  having  heard  that 
Olive  Trees  was  to  be  discontinued.  If 
you  have  such  a flood  of  letters  that  there 
is  no  room  for  mine,  just  drop  it  gently 
into  the  waste-basket,  and  no  one’s  feel- 
ings will  be  hurt. 

Late  word  from  Tak  Hing  field  reports 
all  well,  or  well  on’  the  road  to  health. 
While  away  on  furlough,  the  work  seems 
to  make  more  rapid  strides  than  it  ever 
did  when  we  were  there.  Moral  ? I dare 
not  follow  it  up.  Some  preliminaries, 
looking  to  the  organization  of  a congrega- 
tion, have  been  attended  to,  and  the  course 
of  instruction  will  doubtless  be  in  prog- 


ress. The  indications  seem  to  point 
toward  the  early  opening  of  the  new  sta- 
tion in  Do  Sing.  The  two  new  ministers 
have  been  placed  in  charge  of  some  of  the 
out-stations.  The  new  women  have  given 
valiant  service  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  work.  Hew  responsibilities  are 
being  carried  by  some  of  the  converts. 
This  is  great  encouragement,  and  we  can 
look  forward  to  other  steps  of  progress 
in  the  future. 

It  is  good  to  get  home  once  in  a while, 
but  it  makes  us  long  to  get  back  to  our 
new  home  in  the  field.  We  see  anew  what 
the  Christian  religion  can  do  for  a people, 
and  we  long  to  see  the  heathen  nations 
have  the  opportunity  to  get  this  unspeak- 
able blessing.  Those  in  this  land  of  lib- 
erty can  have  but  little  conception  of  how 
the  heathen  are  held  in  the  clutches  of 
all  kinds  of  ignorance,  superstition  and 
sin.  Nothing  can  give  liberty  to  these 
captives  but  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  it  is  a wonderful  privilege  to  have 
ever  so  little  share  in  telling  them. 

My  sister  engaged  a cabin  on  the 
steamer  Siberia  Nov.  9,  while  in  the  East, 
and  sent  her  baggage  on  ahead.  When 
she  arrived  in  San  Francisco,  she  found 
the  baggage  in  storage  awaiting  her 
orders.  She  left  the  order  to  have  it  sent 
aboard,  but  when  she  came  aboard  on  the 
day  of  sailing  she  found  one  piece  miss- 
ing. This  piece  was  the  little  cabin  trunk 
that  contained  the  necessary  provision  for 
the  voyage  of  four  weeks,  so  she  had  to 
remove  her  other  effects  and  watch  them 
take  down  the  gangway  and  steam  out  of 
the  harbor.  After  the  steamer  had  sailed 
she  began  to  arrange  for  a cabin  on  the 
first  steamer  to  sail  a week  later.  There 
was  not  a cabin  to  be  had  on  any  steamer 
for  weeks  to  come.  The  officer  asked  her 
if  she  could  not  possibly  get  along  with- 
out her  steamer  trunk.  She  said  if  there 
was  no  other  way  she  would  have  to.  He 
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advised  her  to  go  while  she  was  sure  of  a 
cabin.  She  gathered  up  her  belongings 
once  more,  went  aboard  a launch  and 
gave  chase  to  the  old  Siberia.  When  she 
caught  the  steamer  she  had  to  climb  up 
a rope  ladder,  but  reached  the  top  with- 
out accident,  and  presently  was  settled  in 
the  original  cabin.  No  doubt  she  would 
think  many  times  of  the  things  she  did 
not  have,  but  if  all  went  well  she  will  have 
arrived  at  her  destination  several  days 
ago. 

I have  taken  a cabin  on  the  same  steamer 
on  her  next  trip  to  the  Orient  and  expect 
to  go  (D.Y.)  by  SS.  Siberia  from  San 
Francisco,  Jan.  25,  1910.  This  will  get 
me  in  near  the  close  of  the  Chinese  New 
Year. 

If  my  sister  was  here  I am  sure  she 
would  join  me  in  thanking  our  many 
friends  for  the  good  times  we  have  had, 
as  well  as  for  good  times  we  were  obliged 
to  forego,  for  lack  of  time. 

We  gladly  share  with  our  readers  a per- 
sonal letter  from  Miss  J ennie  Dean,  dated 
Nov.  16,  1909: 

I have  now  received  two  kind  letters  at 
your  hand,  neither  of  which  has  been  an- 
swered. I wanted  to  send  an  immediate 
reply  to  your  last,  but  it  came  at  a time 
when  I was  having  trouble  with  my  eves 
as  a result  of  an  attack  of  malaria.  Have 
not  been  able  to  resume  my  study  since 
returning  from  the  Coast  until  last  week, 
and  needless  to  say,  I was  delighted  to  be 
at  work  again. 

Malaria  seems  to  be  the  bane  of  for- 
eigners in  Southern  China.  Physicians 
say  that  all  have  it  in  greater  or  less  de- 
gree. Many  of  the  missionaries  have  been 
ill  this  fall,  and  despite  my  efforts  to  keep 
in  good  health,  I,  too,  fell  a victim.  One 
is  inclined  to  lament  the  loss  of  time  when 
laid  aside  for  a little,  but  I guess  in  the 
long  run  it  is  not  time  wasted,  for  there 


is  sure  to  be  a blessing  if  we  but  appro- 
priate it. 

I found  I had  forgotten  not  a little  of 
my  Chinese,  but  it  comes  back  much  easier 
than  at  the  first,  and  it  seems  to  be  the 
experience  of  all  Chinese  students  that 
forgetting  is  part  of  the  getting  of 
Chinese,  so  I take  courage  and  delve  on. 

I fear  I shall  not  be  ready  for  school 
work  after  the  holidays  as  you  suggested, 
since  it  is  only  a year  next  month  since 
I came  to  China.  However,  I rejoice  that 
the  one  year  is  over,  and  the  time  not  far 
distant  when  I shall  be  permitted  some 
duties. 

Our  numbers  in  the  school  are  few  at 
present,  but  we  trust  they  are  workers  in 
embryo,  who  shall  be  used  with  power  by 
the  Master  in  bearing  the  light  of  love  to 
the  mothers  and  girls  of  this  district. 

Mrs.  Wright  is  kept  busy  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools.  The  teaching  is 
in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell. 

We  do  not  know  the  final  plans  of  the 
Drs.  McBurney,  whether  they  are  to  return 
this  fall  or  remain  over  another  summer. 
If  Dr.  Kate  is  quite  better,  as  we  hope,  we 
will  heartily  welcome  their  return  next 
month.  * 

Dr.  Scott  just  received  a call  to  the 
officials  house — who  can  tell  but  this  may 
be  the  wedge  in  bringing  the  blessed  gos- 
pel to  that  heathen  home.  With  God  all 
things  are  possible. 

Between  us  foreigners,  her  hospital 
work  and  language  study,  Dr.  Scott  is 
kept  busy.  She  is  indeed  a rare,  beautiful 
character,  and  a constant  inspiration.  I 
count  it  a privilege  to  know  her  so  inti- 
mately, and  we  have  happy,  congenial 
times  in  our  home  life. 

You  will  rejoice  in  the  opening  of  the 
work  at  Do  Sing,  with  all  its  bright  pros- 
pects. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  Robb  are  plan- 
ning for  their  future  work  at  that  place. 
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A CALL  TO  PRAYER. 

The  following  appeal  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Alliance  for  the  observance  of  a week 
of  prayer  at  the  beginning  of  the  New 
Year  is  well  worthy  of  a place  in  the 
opening  nnmber  of  Olive  Trees.  The 
reasons  given  for  bringing  the  people  of 
the  Lord  together  for  a season  of  united 
prayer  are  very  suggestive,  and  should  be 
before  our  minds  and  hearts,  not  only  for 
one  week,  but  during  the  whole  of  the 
year: 

In  the  Name  of  our  one  Divine  Lord 
and  Master,  we  again  affectionately  invite 
you  to  join  in  a holy  concert  of  world-wide 
prayer  during  the  first  week  (Jan.  2 to 
8)  of  the  coming  year  1910.  We  do  so 
with  much  confidence,  assured  of  a willing 
response  on  the  part  of  multitudes,  and 
with  a grateful  remembrance  of  the 
marked  measure  of  blessing  that  attended 
the  gatherings  at  the  beginning  of  1909. 
The  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  was 
then  poured  forth  in  a very  special  de- 
gree; the  unity  of  believers  was  realized, 
and  the  quickening  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  manifested  in  many  places. 

This  is  surely  meant  for  our  encour- 
agement, yet  we  must  not  forget  the  neces- 
sity of  perseverance  in  prayer.  Never  was 
the  need  greater  than  it  is  now,  both  of 
humble  confession  regarding  the  sins  of 
our  people  (Daniel  9),  and  of  earnest 
crying  to  God  on  their  behalf.  The  times 
are  disquieting;  on  every  hand  there  is 
unrest  and  perplexity.  It  is  impossible 
to  ignore  the  alarming  tendencies  of  our 
age,  recalling  as  they  do  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  concerning  the  days  when 
"iniquity  ■ shall  abound,  and  the  love  of 
many  shall  wax  cold.”  In  national  and 
in  church  life  there  are  causes  for  grave 


anxiety.  Deplorable  changes  are  taking 
place  in  the  reverence  formerly  paid  to  the 
Lord’s  Day,  and  to  the  Lord’s  Word,  and 
consequently  in  attendance  on  public 
worship;  the  conception  of  sin  is  being 
steadily  lowered;  Romanism  is  boldly  as- 
■ serting  itself  in  Protestant  countries ; 
there  is  still  a marked  dearth  of  conver- 
sions, and  the  intrusion  of  worldly  meth- 
ods into  Church  work  is  more  manifest. 
All  these  things  are  symptoms  of  a deep 
working  of  evil,  emanating  from  the  great 
enemy  of  God  and  man. 

At  the  same  time  we  would  not  forget 
the  other,  the  brighter  side,  where  hope 
predominates,  and  faith  has  its  rest  in 
God.  He  is  assuredly  working  out  His 
purposes;  He  is  prospering  His  work,  es- 
pecially in  heathen  lands;  He  is  vindi- 
cating the  truth  of  His  own  Word;  He  is 
uniting  His  true  people  more  and  more 
in  view  of  that  to  which  we  look  forward, 
“our  gathering  together  unto  Him.” 
There  is  every  encouragement  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  privilege  of  united  prayer. 
Have  we  not  the  promise  of  our  ever- 
faithful  God  which  we  may  plead  with 
confidence?  And  have  we  not  the  experi- 
ence of  answers  beyond  all  our  asking? 
And  have  we  not  also  the  knowledge  of 
the  great  willingness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  give  liberally  and  to  supply  all 
our  need  ? 

Let  us  then,  everywhere,  gather  at  His 
feet  and  "give  ourselves  unto  prayer”; 
and  thus  begin  the  New  Year  looking 
away  from  ourselves,  and  beyond  our 
surroundings,  to  Him  Who  is  enthroned 
in  the  place  of  power  and  of  blessing. 

THE  PROGRAM  OF  THE  WORLD 
MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE. 

The  program  of  the  meetings  of  the 
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World  Missionary  Conference  is  nearly 
completed.  The  Conference  proper  is*  to 
be  held  in  Assembly  Hall,  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  beginning  June  14,  1910,  and 
the  1100  delegates  are  to  be  seated  on  the 
floor,  while  missionaries,  wives  of  dele- 
gates and  other  visitors  are  to  occupy  the 
galleries  to  the  number  of  about  a thou- 
sand. The  morning  and  afternoon  ses- 
sions of  the  Conference  will  be  given  to 
the  reports  of  the  eight  commissions  and 
the  discussions  thereon.  These  reports, 
each  of  which  will  make  a large  volume 
when  printed,  deal  with  questions  of  the 
administration  and  prosecution  of  mis- 
sionary work  among  non-Christian  people, 
such  as  forces  necessary  fully  to  occupy 
all  fields ; the  native  church  and  native 
workers,  education,  the  most  effective 
form  of  the  Christian  message  to  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  non- Christians ; the  prepar- 
ation of  missionaries;  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  home  churches;  the 
relation  of  missionaries  to  governments; 
co-operation  and  unity  among  the  various 
missions.  Each  commission  is  to  present 
to  the  Conference,  through  its  chairman, 
its  findings,  with  a statement  of  the  evi- 
dence on  which  they  are  based,  and  dis- 
cussion is  to  follow  under  such  regulations 
as  will  insure  intelligent  and  profitable 
treatment.  The  reports  and  the  discus- 
sions will  be  expert  contributions  to  the 
subjects  with  which  they  deal,  and  will 
cover  the  field  of  missionary  enterprise  as 
it  never  has  been  covered  before. 

The  evening  meetings  are  to  be  of  a 
more  popular  character,  and  men  of  high 
place  in  Church  and  in  professional  life 
and  of  recognized  power  on  the  platform 
are  to  speak.  Representatives  from  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  several  countries  of 
Europe,  India,  China,  Japan,  and  the 
United  States  are  on  the  list,  many  of 
whom  are  of  world-wide  reputation. 

The  topics  are  as  follows: 


Tuesday  ^evening,  June  14:  “The  Mis- 
sionary Enterprise  Central  in  the  Life  of 
the  Church — Christ  the  Leader  of  the 
Missionary  Enterprise.”  Two  addresses. 

Wednesday  evening,  June  15 : “Chris- 
tianity the  Final  and  Universal  Religion.” 
Two  addresses. 

Thursday  evening,  June  16 : “The  Mis- 
sions of  the  Early  Church  in  their  Bearing 
on  the  Modern  Missionary  Enterprise;” 
“Medieval  Missions  in  their  Bearing  on 
Modern  Missionary  Enterprise.”  Two 
addresses. 

Friday  evening,  June  17:  “The  Extent 
and  Characteristics  of  German  Missions; 
The  Contribution  of  Holland  and  Scan- 
dinavia to  the  Missionary  Enterprise.” 
Three  addresses. 

Saturday  evening,  June  18:  “Changes 
in  the  Character  of  the  Missionary  Prob- 
lem in  Recent  Years;  {a)  in  the  Ear 
East;  (b)  in  India;  (c)  among  Puri- 
tanical and  Backward  Peoples.”  Three 
addresses. 

Sunday  evening,  J une  19 : “The  Duty 
of  Christian  Nations;  the  Contribution  of 
Non- Christian  Races  to  the  Body  of 
Christ.”  Two  addresses. 

Monday  evening,  June  20 : “The  Prob- 
lem of  Co-operation  between  Foreign  and 
Native  Workers.”  Two  of  the  three  speak- 
ers on  this  subject  will  probably  be  native 
Christians  from  Asiatic  fields.  Three  ad- 
dresses. 

Tuesday  evening,  June  21 : “The  De- 
mands Made  on  the  Church  by  the  Mis- 
sionary Enterprise.”  Three  addresses. 

Wednesday  evening,  June  22:  “The 
Sufficiency  of  God.”  Two  addresses. 

Thursday  evening,  June  23,  will  be  the 
closing  meeting. 

While  the  sessions  of  the  Conference 
and  evening  meetings  are  in  progress  in 
Assembly  Hall,  Synod  Hall,  which  also 
accommodates  about  2000  people,  will  be 
occupied  with  parallel  meetings.  The 
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Conference  will  busy  itself  mainly  with 
questions  arising  in  the  conduct  of  mis- 
sionary work  in  the  field ; the  meetings  in 
Synod  Hall  will  be  of  a more  popular 
character,  and  will  consider  the  mission- 
ary problem  as  it  affects  the  home  Church 
— the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
funds;  the  selection  and  appointment  of 
missionaries,  the  training  of  the  young 
in  missionary  knowledge;  developing  the 
resources  of  the  Church,  inspiring  the 
laity  to  seek  thorough  information  re- 
specting missionary  work,  etc.  It  is  in- 
tended to  make  these  meetings,  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening,  of  special  service 
to  ministers  and  laymen.  The  speakers 
will  be  men  and  women  well  qualified  to 
give  interesting,  inspiring  and  instructive 
addresses. 

The  admission  to  the  Synod  Hall  meet- 
ings and  to  the  galleries  of  Assembly  Hall 
will  be  by  ticket  only,  for  which  moderate 
charges  will  be  made.  Season  tickets  to 
Synod  Hall  will  be  less  than  $2  each.  It 
will  be  possible  for  at  least  2,500  of  the 
general  public  to  attend  meetings  at  the 
two  halls.  Tickets  for  one  day  only  are 
to  be  sold  for  the  galleries  of  Assembly 
Hall,  excepting  missionaries  and  wives  of 
delegates  for  whom  a limited  number  of 
season  tickets  will  be  available. 

WINNING  SOULS. 

There  is  no  man  so  bad  but  would  like 
to  be  good.  There  is  no  man  so  good  but 
would  like  to  be  better.  There  is  such  a 
charm  in  goodness.  To  attain  to  the 
good  men  must  be  wise.  We  are  told  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis- 
dom. And  he  is  wise  that  winneth  souls. 
To  be  wise  is  to  have  the  power  to  discern 
what  is  true  and  right.  It  is  to  know 
what  is  conducive  to  one’s  highest  inter- 
ests. But  it  is  more  than  to  know.  It  is 
conformity  to  a course  of  action  dictated 
by  such  discernment.  It  is  insight  into 


truth,  and  it  is  obedience  to  truth.  Wis- 
dom is  the  right  use  of  knowledge,  the 
use  of  the  most  important  means  for 
attaining  the  best  ends.  This,  however, 
is  general.  And  many  agree  with  gener- 
alities, but  may  disagree  in  the  application 
of  general  principles.  Let  me  then  ask 
you  the  question:  Who  is  wise?  You  are 
a money-maker.  You  are  absorbed  in 
bonds  and  stocks,  in  everything  that  means 
one  more  dollar.  You  are  thinking  far 
more  of  this  than  any  other  thing.  What 
is  your  answer?  Without  a moment  of 
hesitation,  you  reply,  “The  man  who 
builds  a colossal  fortune  is'  wise.”  And 
thousands  of  others  agree  with  you.  The 
spirit  of  the  age  has  taught  many  to  think 
so.  Some  would  not  say  it,  but  they  think 
it,  and  really  believe  that  nothing  would 
bring  them  so  much  happiness  as  piling 
up  untold  sums  of  gold.  You  have  given 
your  answer.  Another  comes  forward.  1 
ask  him  the  question.  Who  is  wise  ? He  is 
absorbed  in  politics.  He  has  been  thrilled 
with  excitement,  and  intoxicated  with  suc- 
cess in  the  realm  of  politics.  ,He  an- 
swers, “The  man  who  reaches  the  highest 
civil  position.”  And  thousands  agree  with 
him.  But  there  are  others  who  have  not 
been  so  charmed  with  this  kind  of  life. 
And  next  there  comes  forward  the  social 
leader.  I ask  him.  Who  is  wise?  Life  is 
to  him  one  constant  round  of  pleasure  and 
entertainment.  He  takes  nothing  seri- 
ously. And  he  answers,  “The  man  who 
finds  much  in  social  pleasure.”  And  he 
has  his  followers  in  great  numbers.  But 
now  another  man  comes  forward.  He  is 
the  student  of  great  problems.  And  he 
says,  “The  man  who  solves  the  economic 
problems,  or  who  succeeds  in  mastering 
the  great  scientific  questions  is  the  wise 
man.”  And  many  agree  with  him.  But 
last  of  all  I turn  to  God,  and  He  declares 
“He  that  winneth  souls  is  wise.”  “He 
writes  it  on  every  blade  of  grass,  He 
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scalds  it  into  every  drop  of  water,  He  en- 
graves it  on  every  star,  He  cuts  it  into 
every  human  face.” 

The  life  of  every  one  is  having  one  of 
two  effects  upon  the  lives  of  others.  It  is 
uplifting  or  it  is  pulling  down.  There  is 
no  beast  in  the  wildest  jungle  that  is  so 
cruel  and  savage  as  is  the  human  fiend. 
There  are  men  so  heartless  that  they  are 
willing  to  degrade  and  ruin  their  fellow 
being,  caring  not  that  they  bring  on  them 
untold  suffering.  There  are  those  who  are 
coldly  indifferent  to  the  interests  of  oth- 
ers. This  is  all  wrong.  Life  should  be  an 
uplifting  force.  So  many  are  the  difficul- 
ties in  every  one’s  life,  that  instead  of  add- 
ing to  these  or  making  them  harder  to  be 
overcome,  they  should  be  lessened  or  light- 
ened. But  winning  souls  means  the  bring- 
ing of  men  to  Christ,  who  only  can  lift 
them  to  God.  This  is  a task  from  which 
we  shrink.  It  is  the  burden  of  the  Lord. 
And  well  may  we  cry  out,  “Who  is  suffi- 
cient for  these  things?”  Besides,  the 
world  seems  to  be  so  indifferent  to  the 
gospel*  message.  The  masses  of  men  are 
saying  in  a thousand  ways  that  they  do 
not  want  Christ.  Churches  are  empty  or 
filled  by  sensationalism.  So  much  so  at 
least  is  this  true  that  there  are  those  who 
unhesitatingly  say  the  Church  is  dead,  has 
lost  its  grip  over  the  lives  of  men.  But 
the  Church  has  not  lost  its  power.  It  is 
exerting  the  most  potent  influence  in  the 
world.  It  cannot  die,  because  it  belongs 
to  Christ.  And  Christ  has  all  power. 
And  has  said,  “And  I,  if  I be  lifted  up, 
will  draw  all  men  unto  Me.”  If  Christ 
is  lifted  up  souls  will  be  won,  and  the 
world  will  be  saved.  But  are  the  masses 
of  men  so  indifferent  as  they  seem  to  be? 
All  men  are  religious,  and  they  cannot  be 
satisfied  until  they  have  obtained  the  true 
religion,  which  is  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ.  You  call  this  dogmatism.  Well, 
we  need  a little  of  that  kind  of  dogma- 


tism. But  do  men  understand  themselves 
when  they  give  us  to  understand  that  they 
do  not  want  Christ?  Dr.  Pentecost  said 
when  traveling  through  Ireland  he  met 
with  more  beggars  than  any  place  else  he 
had  been.  They  were  everywhere  plead- 
ing for  help.  At  one  place  there  was  an 
old  woman  sitting  by  the  wayside  in 
silence.  She  was  old  and  weak.  Her  hair 
was  disheveled,  her  face  was  cut  deep 
with  wrinkles,  her  hands  were  withered. 
Her  clothing  was  tatters  and  rags,  that 
scarcely  held  together.  Having  passed 
her  in  her  silence,  he  turned  back  and 
asked  her  why  she  did  not  ask  for  alms. 
She  replied,  “If  my  rags,  my  wrinkles, 
my  age,  my  weakness  do  not  move  men  to 
help  me,  no  words  of  mine  would  do  so.” 
It  was  the  dumb  appeal.  The  world  may 
be  unconscious  of  its  condition,  and  say 
with  the  Laodiceans,  “I  have  need  of  noth- 
ing.” Yet  its  wretchedness,  misery,  pov- 
erty, blindness  and  nakedness  is  the  dumb 
appeal  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Christ  is  our  commander.  We  would  fol- 
low Him  loyally.  He  has  commanded  us, 
regardless  of  our  occupation,  to  win  souls 
to  Him.  He  says,  “Go.”  He  did  not 
give  this  command  until  He  had  by  His 
own  life  set  before  the  world  the  ex- 
ample. His  life  was  the  great  uplifting 
life  of  the  world.  “The  Son  of  Man  came 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.”1 
He  came  not  to  be  ministered  to  but  to 
minister.  Not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve. 
He  gave  His  life  to  save  the  world.  Why  ? 
Because  it  was  the  most  important  work 
in  the  world.  And  Christ  knew  wrhat 
would  be  the  power  of  His  life  upon  the 
lives  of  His  friends.  They  would  cling  to 
Him.  Nothing  would  break  that  friend- 
ship. Paul  says,  “I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
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be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 
That  friendship  would  lead  them  to  do 
and  to  die  for  Him.  When  His  work  on 
earth  was  finished  and  He  was  about  to 
go  away  from  the  world.  He  uttered  these 
ever  memorable  words — memorable  because 
of  the  assurance  of  their  author,  mem- 
orable because  of  the  issues  of  the  future 
that  were  dependent  upon  them.  “Ye 

shall  be  witnesses  unto  Me unto  the 

uttermost  part  of  the  earth.”  Zwemer 
uses  these  words,  “God  wills  it.  That 
was  the  battle  cry  of  the  Crusaders.  Shall 
it  be  said  that  there  was  more  enthusiasm 
to  wrest  the  empty  sepulcher  from  the 
Saracens  than  there  is  in  our  day  to  give 
to  others  the  knowledge  of  the  living 
Saviour.  God  wills  it.  Let  our  rallying 
cry  be,  Every  stronghold  of  evil  for 
Christ.  God  wills  it.  Therefore  we 
must  do  it.  God  wills  it.  Therefore,  we 
will  accomplish  it.  God  wills  it.  There- 
fore we  must  ask  Him  to  do  it  speedily — 
Thy  Kingdom  come.  Thy  Will  be  done 
throughout  the  world.” 

“Not  in  dumb  resignation 
We  lift  our  hands  on  high, 

Hot  like  the  nerveless  fatalist, 
Content  to  trust  and  die ; 

Our  faith  springs  like  the  eagle 
That  soars  to  meet  the  sun, 

And  cries  exulting  unto  thee : 

Thy  will,  0 Lord,  be  done.” 

After  all,  we  are  not  to  depend  on  our 
strength  to  lift  the  world  to  Christ.  We 
are  simply  to  allow  Christ  to  lift  the  world 
through  us.  He  can  do  it  without  us,  but 
He  is  willing  to  do  it  through  us.  It  is 
when  we  realize  our  inability  to  do  this 
work  that  we  may  be  most  able.  “When 
I am  weak  then  am  I strong.”  Once  more 
the  Apostle  declares,  “All  forsook  me  but 
the  Lord  stood  with  me  and  strengthened 
me.”  And  Christ  Himself  comes  out  with 
this  promise,  “Lo,  I am  with  you  always.” 


Could  we  ask  for  anything  more  than 
this?  God’s  word  is  powerful,  and  does 
convert  the  soul.  But  suppose  we  do  not 
strive  to  bring  the  world  to  Christ.  What 
then?  First  of  all,  we  are  untrue  to  our 
marching  orders.  But,  more  than  this, 
the  world  with  its  evils  will  turn  the  fair- 
est parts  of  the  earth  into  places  of  deso- 
lation. In  that  little  book  entitled  the 
“Moslem  World,”  is  found  a parable  of 
the  locust.  When  the  locust  appears  in 
the  desert  he  is  at  home.  He  is  contented 
usually  with  its  barrenness.  He  lays  his 
eggs  in  the  sand.  He  eats  the  bitter  and 
unpalatable  herbs  that  grow  in  the  few 
moist  spots  in  the  wilderness.  But  at  cer- 
tain times,  under  the  influence  of  un- 
known causes  which  science  cannot  ex- 
plain, these  locusts  leave  their  home  and 
fly  over  the  cultivated  fields  of  empires. 
There  is  nothing  to  do  but  find  the  eggs 
that  have  been  hidden  in  the  ground  a 
few  inches  deep,  where  a hundred  are 
found  in  a single  sack,  each  containing  a 
locust  and  each  locust  in  turn  capable  of 
producing  a hundred  more.  These  locusts 
sweep  like  devouring  prairie  fire  all  over 
the  country,  leaving  nothing  but  dead 
vegetation  and  impoverished  men  behind 
them.  The  author  closes:  “We  must  go 
to  the  locust’s  home.  We  must  go  to  the 
places  of  evil.  WTe  must  Christianize  the 
heathen  nations  or  they  will  march  over 
their  deserts  and  they  will  sweep  like  a 
fire  that  shall  devour  our  Christianity  and 
destroy  • it.” 

But  soul  winning  is  wise  because  of  the 
beauty,  power,  value  and  safety  to  those 
won.  At  a great  exposition  there  was  a 
place  that  was  always  surrounded.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  one  could 
see  what  was  there  on  account  of  the 
crowds.  It  was  a purple  velvet  cone  re- 
volving around  its  axis,  and  toward  its 
apex  was  a diamond  of  fabulous  value. 
But  what  is  a diamond  in  comparison  to  a 
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life  transformed  into  the  image  of  God. 
Let  him  know  that  “he  that  converteth  a 
sinner  from  the  error  of  his  way  shall  save 
a soul  from  death.” 

What  reward  is  there  in  life’s  activities 
that  is  to  be  compared  to  that  of  lifting 
men  to  God.  “They  that  be  wise  shall 
shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament, 
and  they  that  tnrn  many  to  righteousness 
as  the  stars  forever  and  ever.”  I think 
it  is  Dr.  Torry  who  tells  the  incident  of 
two  brothers.  They  had  started  to  college. 
One  morning  word  came  to  the  college 
that  was  near  the  lake,  that  there  was  a 
wreck  on  the  lake.  Ed.  Spenser,  one  of 
the  brothers,  was  a famous  swimmer.  He 
went  to  the  rescue.  He  saved  ten  lives. 
His  friends  tried  to  persuade  him  not  to 
go  again.  He  was  so  worn  out  that  he 
could  scarcely  stand.  But  he  would  go 
again.'  He  saved  five  more,  when  he  had 
to  be  pulled  to  shore  by  a rope  which  he 
had  fastened  around  himself.  His  friends 
looked  at  him  as  he  lay  by  the  fire,  and 
thought  he  could  not  live.  But  coming 
to,  and  turning  his  eyes  toward  the  lake 
he  saw  a man  struggling  with  the  waves. 
Once  more  he  started  in,  and  with  great 
danger  to  himself  saved  the  man.  He  was 
now  carried  to  his  bed  in  a state  of  de- 
lirium. As  he  lay  there,  being  watched 
by  his  brother,  he  awoke  and  said,  “Will, 
did  I do  my  very  best?”  “You  saved  six- 
teen, Ed. !”  That  night  he  spent  in  semi- 
delirium.  All  he  thought  about  was  those 
who  went  down  to  the  watery  grave.  His 
brother  tried  to  quiet  him  by  telling  him 
over  and  over  the  number  he  had  saved. 
“I  know  it.  Will;  I know  it.  But,  oh, 
if  I could  have  saved  just  one  more.” 

“There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  re- 
penteth.”  A member  of  the  Layman’s 
Missionary  Committee  made  two  trips 
around  the  world.  On  the  first  trip,  as  he 
says  in  the  Missionary  Review , he  paid 


but  little  attention  to  missionary  effort. 
On  the  second  but  little  to  anything  else. 
As  the  result  of  these  trips  he  wrote  his 
poem,  “The  Religion  of  Hope.”  He  saw 
the  places  where  Japan’s,  India’s,  and 
Egypt’s  great  ones  lie  beneath  sculptured 
art,  and  gorgeous  bloom  and  jeweled 
marble,  and  where  flows  the  storied  Nile, 
laving  great  tombs  that  ages  scarcely 
mar.  And  thought  the  heart  might  well 
incline  thus  to  receive  the  summons  from 
above.  And  then  he  says : 

“Yet  o’er  the  tombs  there  shines  no  star 
of  hope. 

No  angel  comes  to  roll  away  the  stone. 
How  long  the  waiting  for  life’s  door  to 
ope; 

How  sad  the  vigil  when  thus  kept  alone. 
At  last  I stood  on  Calvary’s  sacred  hill, 

Where  cross  had  slain  and  spear  had 
pierced  our  Saviour’s  side; 

Where  empty  tomb  made  doubting  hearts 
to  thrill, 

Where  for  man’s  sin  the  debt  was  satis- 
fied. 

Thence  to  the  Christian  comes  a sweeter 
trust — 

Tho’  pomp  nor  marble  mark  the  fin- 
ished strife — 

In  him  who  tells  the  soul,  the  body  turns 
to  dust, 

T am  thy  Resurrection  and  thy  Life.’ 

0 wondrous  heavenly  grace!  0 fearful 
human  shame, 

To  keep  close  hid  that  all  world  sacri- 
fice 

While  millions  yet  have  never  heard  His 
name, 

And  die  unsaved  before  our  eyes. 

0 Christians,  let  us  also  rise  again ! 

And  leave  behind  the  empty,  hollow 
tomb 

Of  selfish  cares,  and  let  us  give  and  live 

That  men  may  see  His  face  when  past 
death’s  transient  gloom.” 

(Concluding:  Incident,  page  24) 
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Olive  Trees  wishes  its  readers  a New 
Year  full  of  material  and  spiritual  bless- 
ings. If  at  the  opening  year  we  place 
ourselves  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Mediator  Who  controls  all  events,  we  can 
safely  leave  the  future,  with  all  its  pos- 
sibilities, in  His  hands.  Thus  to  commit 
ourselves  unreservedly  into  His  keeping 
Who  has  engaged  to  make  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love 
God,  is  to  be  happy. 

4 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  Olive  Trees 
has  so  strong  a hold  on  the  affections 
of  the  people.  We  never  dreamed  that 
there  would  be  so  widely  extended  a re- 
sponse to  our  proposition  to  increase  the 
subscription  to  a dollar.  While  a few 
have  felt  it  necessary  to  have  their  names 
removed  from  the  mailing  list,  every  mail 
brings  to  us,  not  only  renewals,  but  new 
subscriptions  at  the  advanced  figure.  This 
is  not  due  to  any  special  attractiveness 
in  the  make-up  of  the  magazine,  but  to  the 
fact  that  its  readers  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  missionary  operations  of  the 
Church.  They  want  to  read  the  letters 
from  their  representatives  in  the  different 
fields,  and  the  excellent  articles  on  mis- 
sionary and  kindred  topics  which  breth- 
ren in  the  ministry  of  the  Covenanter 
Church  and  friends  in  other  denomina- 
tions so  generously  contribute  to  enrich 
its  columns. 

Two  or  three  points  should  be  made 
emphatic : 

(a)  If  individual  subscribers  or  agents 
detect  any  mistakes  in  our  acknowledg- 
ments, they  will  please  notify  us  at  once, 
that  there  may  be  no  confusing  delay  in 
making  the  necessary  corrections.  In 
changing  from  one  list  of  names  and  ad- 


dresses to  another,  it  is  not  unusual  to 
make  mistakes,  and  an  immediate  correc- 
tion will  prevent  future  misunderstand- 
ings; 

(b)  Last  year  a number  of  subscribers, 
contrary  to  our  expressed  wish,  paid  in 
advance  for  another  year  at  the  old  rate 
of  fifty  cents.  These  will  be  credited  to 
June J 1910,  and  will  be  expected  to  re- 
mit fifty  cents  to  bring  their  subscription 
at  the  new  rate  up  to  the  close  of  the 
calendar  year.  All  subscriptions  must 
close  with  December , 1910; 

(c)  This  number  of  Olive  Trees  is 
sent  to  all  names  and  addresses  on  the 
mailing  list,  except  those  who  have  notified 
us  that  they  do  not  wish  to  receive  the 
paper  any  longer,  and  those  who,  through 
some  strange  oversight,  have  not  observed 
that  they  are  indebted  to  us  for  from  two 
to  four  years.  Perhaps  the  shock  of  not 
receiving  Olive  Trees  will  wake  them 
up  to  a sense  of  their  obligations.  We 
send  out  no  bills. 

We  enter  upon  the  New  Year  with  an 
appeal  to  ministers,  licentiates  and  stu- 
dents of  theology  to  consider  the  claims  of 
the  Mission  to  China.  For  months  the 
Board  has  been  calling  for  two  ordained 
ministers  for  Tak  Hing,  West"  Eiver. 
There  is  no  field  at  present  appealing 
more  pathetically  for  help  than  this  one 
with  its  million  and  a half  souls  in  dark- 
ness and  under  the  shadow  of  death,  and 
only  five  ministers,  three  physicians  and 
one  teacher  to  make  knoAvn  Christ  to 
them.  Who  will  bear  to  these  perishing 
men  and  women  the  gospel  of  light  and 
life  ? 

Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has  re- 
ceived the  following  contributions  toward 
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the  salary  of  the  young  women’s  mission- 
ary for  1909: 

L.  M.  Society,  Olathe,  Kansas.  . . .$12.50 
Miss  Sadie  Caskey,  Central  Alle- 
gheny   10.00 

Mrs.  Margaret  Lawson,  Barnes- 

ville,  KB 5.00 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Williamson,  Cambridge, 

Mass 4.00 

As  suggested  months  ago,  it  seems  wise, 
as  so  many  of  the  original  subscribers 
have  discontinued  their  annual  offering  to 
this  fund,  that  the  few  who  continue  to 
contribute,  should  devote  their  money  to 
some  other  missionary  purpose.  And  we 
will  close  the  bank  account  and  transfer 
the  balance  to  Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Fennell  P. 
Turner,  General  Secretary  of  the  Student 
Volunteer  Movement,  for 

The  Apologetic  of  Modern  Missions. 


Ei^ht  Outline  Studies.  By  J.  Lovell 
Murray.  Price,  fifteen  cents. 

These  studies  are  devoted  to  answering 
common  objections  to  foreign  missions, 
and  the  author  answers  them  effectively, 
along  the  following  lines  of  thought: 

1.  Criticisms  of  the  idea  of  foreign 
missions. 

2.  Criticisms  of  the  life  and  qualifica- 
tions of  the  missionary. 

3.  Criticisms  of  methods  and  practices 
of  missions. 

4.  Criticisms  of  the  results  of  missions. 

At  the  close  of  each  chapter,  with  its 

quiet,  yet  forceful  and  conclusive,  reason- 
ing, will  be  found  a list  of  references  to 
books  where  the  subject  is  more  fully  dis- 
1 cussed.  We  cordially  commend  this  valu- 
% able  little  volume  and  should  be  glad  to 
l ! have  it  find  its  way  into  the  hands  of  all 

' :5,  the  ministers  and  students  of  the  Re- 

/!*  | 

informed  Presbyterian  Church. 


If  we  had  prayed  more,  we  need  not  have  worked  so  hard.  We  have  too  little  pray- 
ing face  to  face  with  God  every  day.  Looking  back  at  the  end,  I suspect  there  will  be 
great  grief  for  our  sins  of  omission — omission  to  get  from  God  wha.t  we  might  have 
got  by  praying. — Andrew  A.  Bonar. 


I will  close  with  this  inspiring  inci- 
dent from  the  life  of  Fidelia  Fiske,  who 
spent  years  in  Persia,  and  the  knowledge 
of  whose  noble  life  cannot  but  enkindle 
within  our  hearts  a burning  desire  to  win 
souls  for  Christ.  She  was  a refined  New 
England  woman.  On  having  her  first 
glimpse  of  a foreign  mission  field  in  1843, 
she  wrote,  “My  heart  bleeds  over  the 
wretchedness  which  meets  my  eye.”  She 
toiled  with  self-sacrificing  devotion.  On 
one  Sabbath  afternoon,  weary  and  long- 
ing for  rest  after  hours  of  labor  she  says, 
“I  was  seated  on  a mat  in  the  middle  of 
the  earthen  floor  of  the  church.  It  seemed 
as  if  I could  not  sit  without  support 
throughout  the  service.  Then  I remem- 
bered that  after  that  came  my  meeting 


with  the  women  %of  the  village ; and,  oh, 
how  desirable  seemed  rest ! But  God  sent 
it  to  me  in  an  unexpected  way,  for  a 
woman  came  and  seated  herself  directly 
behind  me  and  invited  me  to  lean  on  her. 
I declined,  but  she  drew  me  hack,  saying, 
Tf  you  love  me,  lean  hard.’  And  then 
came  the  Master’s  voice,  repeating  the 
words,  Tf  you  love  Me,  lean  hard,’  and 
then  I leaned  on  Him,  too.  I was  rested 
long  before  the  service  was  through ; then 
I spent  an  hour  with  the  women,  and  after 
sunset  rode  six  miles  home.  I wondered 
that  I was  not  weary  that  night  nor  the 
next  morning,  and  I have  rested  ever 
since  on  those  sweet  words,  Tf  you  love 
Me,  lean  hard.’  ” 

Cambridge , Mass.  R.  C.  Reed. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1900. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell.... 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Mi^s  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D. 
Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D., 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 

Miss  Jennie  Dean 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart  ... . on 

3207  College  Ave.,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar.... 

Miss  Zada  A.  Patton 

Miss  F.  May  -Elsey 
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Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds  

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. . ........ 


Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  Elma  French ,. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 


, Latakia , Syria . 


Mersina , Asia  Minor. 


Larnaca , Cyprus. 
Nicosia , Cyprus. 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

J South  China. 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1909. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Missiony 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma,  Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish*  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia , Pa. 

POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Mr.  Walter 
T.  Miller,  82  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sust^ntation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers',  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  , PRESBYT^ANI15iURCH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA..,. 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

* Arvy  one  wishing  a copy  can  have  it  mailed  to  his  address  for  $2.00. 
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